
I N SOME TOWNS, SPRINGTIME 
IS THE INVITATION TO EMERGE FROM 
THE WINTER’S HIBERNATION AND 
VENTURE BACK OUTSIDE AGAIN. THAT 
COULDN’T BE FARTHER FROM THE 
TRUTH FOR THIS TOWN. IN BEND, PEO-
PLE LIVE OUTSIDE ALL YEAR ROUND. 
IT’S LIKE THE SAYING THAT THERE’S 
NO BAD WEATHER, JUST IMPROPER 
CLOTHING. IN CENTRAL OREGON, A 
FIRE PIT OR OUTDOOR FIREPLACE IS 
THE EQUIVALENT OF A GOOD PUFFY 
JACKET. YOU NEED AT LEAST ONE TO 
ENJOY THE WINTER. 

OUTDOOR LIVING IN BEND MIGHT 
START WITH THE IDEA OF SITTING 
AROUND A FIRE PIT DURING SKI SEA-
SON, BUT IT EXPANDS INTO SUMMER 
WITH BBQS AND ENTERTAINING AF-
TER A GOOD DAY ON THE RIVER OR A 
GREAT TIME ON THE TRAILS. WHETH-
ER YOUR IDEA OF OUTDOOR LIVING IN-
CLUDES A TENNIS COURT, A YOGA OA-
SIS, OR A HANDCRAFTED TREEHOUSE 
FOR THE GRANDKIDS, THE STORIES 
THAT FOLLOW WILL HAVE YOU THINK-
ING OF HOW TO DESIGN YOUR DREAM 
OUTDOOR LIVING SPACE. READ MORE 
TO LEARN ABOUT:

Fire pits & fireplaces from Homeland Design

Destination outdoor spaces, sports courts, 
& kitchens from Winsome Construction

One-of-a-kind hand-forged Plancha cookers, 
fire pits, & fire tools from custom 
blacksmith Orion Forge 

T H E 
R E A S O N

F O R  T H E 
S E A S O N

O U T D O O R 
L I V I N G 

i n 
C E N T R A L 
O R E G O N

b y  C A S S I D Y  M A N T O R 



“We worked with the neighborhood re-
view committee and a pool contractor to 
create a good flow that looked beautiful 
too,” Becky shares. “We had to screen the 
sports court from the neighboring hous-
es so we built up a five-foot-tall berm on 
the sides loaded with trees to hide it. Our 
goal was to have the space function well 
and also be attractive and complement 
the home’s architecture. We preserved 
mature Ponderosa pine trees and also 
made a fire-safe space that would enter-
tain the family and also be safe.” 

Around the fire pit, Becky incorporated 
large-format paver slabs for a clean and 
open feel. The natural stone slab steps 
complement the brown gravel they used. 

“That landscaping stone is great for Cen-
tral Oregon because it doesn’t have to be 
replaced and is not going to catch fire,” 
she notes. Becky is now completing add-
ons that will enhance the family’s enjoy-
ment of their home that much more.

“ T H A T  L A N D -
S C A P I N G 
S T O N E  I S 
G R E A T  F O R 
C E N T R A L 
O R E G O N 
B E C A U S E 
I T  D O E S N ’ T 
H A V E  T O  B E 
R E P L A C E D 
A N D  I S  N O T 
G O I N G  T O 
C A T C H  F I R E .”

–Becky Shaw, 
Homeland Design

Becky Shaw is a fifth-generation Central Oregonian who 
considers herself lucky to have grown up understanding the 
value of outdoor living. She knows people build in Bend for 
the lifestyle – for those 300 days of sunshine, for those late 
nights under the stars around the backyard fire pit, and for 
the family holiday gatherings when no one leaves the kitch-
en. Becky’s appreciation for the place where she grew up 
led her to go back to school to focus on landscape design, 
one of the services offered by Homeland Design. “I wanted 
to be outside working with plants,” Becky explains. Togeth-
er with her husband Joey, an architectural designer, they 
offer clients a holistic approach to site and house design.

W O R K I N G  T H R O U G H 
A R C H I T E C T U R A L  R E V I E W

Building a lifestyle in Central Oregon is about embracing the 
freedom to play outside, but what happens when the neigh-
bors don’t approve? When the pandemic started, Home-
land began working on a project for a family that wanted to 
include a sports court in their backyard as well as a spa and 
pool for healthier outdoor living. The family had two young 
children and they wanted their children to be able to play 
on the court while watching them from the back deck. The 
neighbors, however, did not want to see any of it.

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N  B Y 
H O M E L A N D  D E S I G N

R O O T E D i n  C E N T R A L  O R E G O N

O U T D O O R 

L I V I N G



S A F E T Y :  F I R E  A N D  L I G H T I N G

Wildfires are inevitable in Central Oregon and Homeland’s landscape ap-
proach prioritizes fire safety. Oregon Senate Bill 762 was passed to help 
mitigate the damage of wildfires. With the new legislation, all landscapes 
have to adhere to certain guidelines. “Each neighborhood can make its own 
rules to a certain extent,” Becky explains. Clients can feel confident that 
Homeland will design compliant landscapes as well as beautiful ones, even 
in communities where there are not yet specific guidelines. “We’ll plan to 
remove existing trees with branches too close to the house as well as ever-
greens,” Becky says. “We’ll make sure your home’s environment is fire-safe 
if you’re on the edge of town up against the forest.”

As much as fire season is a part of living in Central Oregon, gathering around 
a fire pit or outdoor fireplace is also part of the lifestyle. In keeping with 
community guidelines, Homeland designs gas and sealed gas fireplaces 
that meet their clients’ desires and also are appropriate for the environ-
ment and particular site. In one outdoor fireplace project, Homeland’s work 
created much-needed privacy. “The existing residence sat lower than the 
surrounding homes,” Becky recalls. “Our client’s goal was to quickly block 
off those sight lines and regain privacy in their kitchen, living room, and 
bedroom.” To meet that goal, Homeland designed a concrete statement 
wall with two different finishes to create visual interest and also to provide 
additional height over the fireplace. They planted trees in the background 
to further enhance the space. Becky shares that as soon as the fireplace 
went in, the homeowners celebrated their reclaimed privacy. 

Another aspect of Homeland’s work involves outdoor lighting design. “Lighting adds a touch 
of wonder to the landscape in the dark hours, adds safety to pathways, and makes the space 
feel customized to your lifestyle,” Becky explains. She typically offers clients several options 
to choose from that tie into the style of the home to bring cohesion to the overall look. “There 
are many amazing fixtures to choose from so I narrow it down to make it enjoyable and not 
overwhelming for the client to make selections. I love using wall lights, up lights on significant 
trees in the landscape, and path lights up the driveway and around walkways,” she says.

T H E  S I G N A T U R E  S E R V I C E : 
H O M E  A N D  L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N  T O G E T H E R

Whether creating a smooth finish or a more casual and rugged boulder-bordered fire pit, Home-
land’s features and outdoor patios flow. They are private and custom-tailored to their client’s 
goals. When they team up together for their signature home and site design services, Homeland’s 
work creates a strong indoor-outdoor connection of materials that were thoughtfully put together. 

Becky and Joey shepherd clients through architectural review submittals, finding engineers, 
and acquiring permits. When working together, landscape design is woven into Homeland’s 
work in the early phases, which means clients have two designers looking at their projects 
the whole time. That teamwork enhances the outdoor living spaces and landscape, making a 
dream home a supportive holistic environment. 

In a recent home that Homeland completed in Brasada Ranch, the client’s goal was to have a 
strong indoor-outdoor living experience. Joey situated the home on the lot around an existing rock 
outcropping. That choice allowed Becky to create a patio that looks out to the Cascade Mountains. 

“It’s a great place to enjoy the sunset and have a cocktail around the fire pit,” she shares.

Indeed, Homeland’s designs are inspired by the character of the property and by clients’ per-
sonal visions. They search for the best views, relevant topography features, and potential 
screening points. “Our goal is to gain a better understanding of why you bought your lot in the 
first place,” Becky says. Which, after all, is to enjoy the Central Oregon lifestyle.

“ L I G H T I N G 
A D D S  A 
T O U C H 
O F  W O N D E R 
T O  T H E 
L A N D S C A P E 
I N  T H E  D A R K 
H O U R S , 
A D D S 
S A F E T Y  T O 
P A T H W A Y S , 
A N D  M A K E S 
T H E  S P A C E 
F E E L  C U S -
T O M I Z E D 
T O  Y O U R 
L I F E S T Y L E . ”

–Becky Shaw, 
Homeland Design



G O I N G  o u t  B A C K
O U T D O O R 

L I V I N G

W I N S O M E  C O N S T R U C T I O N

Grilling with friends. Playing with kids and grandkids. Outdoor living 
spaces are meant to be fun. “Nobody goes outside to get stressed,” 
says Shan Stassens. Shan is a partner at Winsome Construction, a 
third-generation family-owned and -operated high-performance 
home builder providing custom residential construction in Or-
egon. With offices in Bend and Lake Oswego, Winsome has a 
breadth of experience serving clients across the state.

The company name speaks to Winsome’s desire to build top-qual-
ity homes that thoughtfully blend splendid structure, comfort, and 
beauty. The word winsome was formed from “wynn,” the Old En-
glish word for “joy” or “pleasure.” Things that are considered win-
some are those that are attractive, charming, and delightful. With a 
sense of great joy for the trade, the company passionately pursues 
the creation of custom luxury homes that are truly “winsome.” This 
philosophy is seamlessly applied to their outdoor living spaces. 

D E S I G N I N G  T H E  B A C K Y A R D

Generally speaking, in Central Oregon a home cannot be de-
signed without factoring in the outdoors. “Mountains, rivers, 
lakes – we’re just so active here,” Shan says. He notes that in 
Bend, people have a drink around the fire or smoke a cigar out 
back even when it’s 15 degrees outside. Understanding the Cen-
tral Oregon way of life is inherent in Winsome’s process.

“When we look at designing a home in Central Oregon, we consid-
er how living areas outside translate to the immediate surround-
ings of the home,” Shan explains. Clients will frequently choose 
a smaller house to allow for greater square footage of outdoor 
living space. These larger outdoor spaces merge the functionality 
of kitchens and living rooms with the benefits of fresh air and sun-
shine, all while providing a gathering space for friends and family.

“Educating people about how a home’s outdoor 
spaces can be designed is one of our favorite 
parts of the work,” Shan says. For instance, Win-
some enjoys planning herb and vegetable gar-
dens that are easily accessible from the kitchen. 
Other Winsome services include designing and 
building outdoor fireplaces, fire pits, integrated 
smart spaces with TVs and audio, kitchens, offic-
es, pools and hot tubs, and destination areas such 
as sport courts and workshops that require walk-
ing from the main house to a satellite location. 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  I M P A C T

A philosophy of sustainability permeates Win-
some’s work. In addition to being an Energy Star 
and Earth Advantage certified residential builder, 
Winsome guides clients to streamline their de-
signs for the best use of space. They encourage 
architects to eliminate duplicate spaces and in-
corporate features like exterior multi-slide doors 
in kitchens, living areas, and offices for a more in-
tegrated experience with the natural environment.

Winsome prioritizes the efficient use of natural 
resources. Landscape, hardscape, and irriga-
tion are like frosting on the cake of a sustainable 
house. The company implements xeriscaping, 
low-flow sprinklers, and minimal yard lighting. It 
also uses reclaimed materials frequently, such 
as building retaining walls from native boulders 
and incorporating natural land benches into fin-
ished outdoor spaces. 

The team at Winsome lives the company’s core 
values every day. Shan and his wife, Wendy, also 
a partner at Winsome, are currently building a 
new home in Central Oregon. Mindful material 
usage and joy-inspiring design elements are at 
the top of the list as they build. In addition to us-
ing bluestone, a natural material that will develop 
its own patina as it ages, their pergolas, decking, 
and wood features will be made from timber that 
Winsome repurposed from a project in Govern-
ment Camp. Shan happened to be on the job site 
the day that trees on the site were being cleared, 
and learned they would be discarded to be cut 
into firewood. He stopped the process and had 
the trees cut into 20-foot lengths, hauled them 
to a sawmill and dried them, and will have one 
of Winsome’s wood framers install the beams. 
In addition to being cost-neutral, knowing the 
beams’ origin story and transformation adds a 
new layer of meaning and beauty to the home.

“ W H E N  W E  L O O K  A T  D E S I G N I N G  A  H O M E  I N  C E N T R A L  O R E G O N , 
W E  C O N S I D E R  H O W  L I V I N G  A R E A S  O U T S I D E  T R A N S L A T E 

T O  T H E  I M M E D I A T E  S U R R O U N D I N G S  O F  T H E  H O M E . ” 

–Shan Stassens, Winsome Construction



“Anytime you can get kids outside enjoying trees and fresh air and 
using their bodies, there’s probably a very important direct impact 
from that experience,” Shan says. He recalls a time when Win-
some built a treehouse for kids of all ages: “It was cedar-shingled 
and had a custom balcony, handmade doors, and windows,” he 
describes. “We built the base-level entry with a Dutch door so the 
kids could look out the top half. There was a pear tree next to it 
and the kids loved it. They came over all the time to play.” 

Winsome creates outdoor destinations – places that might only 
be a 100-foot walk away from the main house – like a meditation 
space for a client who was Buddhist, or a yoga villa overlooking a 
custom-built lake featuring two staircases that led to the water’s 
edge. “We learn about our clients’ values and ideate ways to best 
implement them,” Shan says. “We guide people to put in things that 
make sense for their lifestyles and steer them away from things that 
don’t.” That approach means that clients’ budgets are preserved for 
the elements that truly bring joy to them. In the home with the yoga 
villa, Winsome recaptured rainwater and installed a burbling water 
feature, which became the soundtrack to the owner’s practice. “Ev-
eryone has a different dream for their outdoor living,” he adds.

Shan recalls a recent home that Winsome designed for a fami-
ly with young children. There were basketball and tennis courts, 
a golf simulator, and a trampoline that was built flush into the 
ground. The home also had fun outdoor features for the adults, 
including a pool and hot tub, fire pit, fireplace, TV, and integrated 

audio. Shan recalls that when the project was finished and the 
superintendent was doing a final run-through of the punch list 
at the end of the day, the homeowner came running around the 
side of the house in his board shorts to thank him for the outdoor 
space and to tell him how much they loved it. After they spoke 
for a minute, the homeowner went running back and did a can-
nonball into the pool where his kids were. Outdoor living exem-
plifies that spirit. “We think about what the end goal is for each 
client. The commonality is that their time at home, both indoors 
and outdoors, is meant to be enjoyable,” says Shan.

Designing an outdoor space with Winsome is enjoyable. “We 
love creating unique outdoor spaces and approach them with a 
sense of reverence,” Shan adds. “We live in a special place and 
are lucky to have the resources we have here.” That appreciation 
runs deep with Winsome. Shan shares how his family will use 
their outdoor living space, noting how lucky they are to have a 
view of the mountains. “I like to smell campfire wood and toast 
marshmallows. My wife and I really enjoy ornamental gardening 
and cultivating plants that produce fragrances, like honeysuckle 
or jasmine. I want our outdoor experience to be different than 
inside, but still comfortable. We love talking and having drinks 
on the back patio until the sun goes down. I enjoy watching the 
day end, reflecting on it, and being still,” he says. Whether it’s 
launching cannonballs into the pool with the kids or a quiet med-
itation as the day concludes, Winsome’s outdoor living spaces 
are joyful additions that enhance life in Central Oregon.

D E S T I N A T I O N S  T H A T  W O R K 

“ W E  L O V E 
C R E A T I N G 
U N I Q U E 
O U T D O O R 
S P A C E S  A N D 
A P P R O A C H 
T H E M  W I T H 
A  S E N S E  O F 
R E V E R E N C E . 
W E  L I V E  I N 
A  S P E C I A L 
P L A C E  A N D 
A R E  L U C K Y 
T O  H A V E  T H E 
R E S O U R C -
E S  W E  H A V E 
H E R E . ”

–Shan Stassens
Winsome Construction



H E A T I N G 
H O L D I N G 
H I T T I N G 

a n d

S H A P I N G 

O U T D O O R 

L I V I N G
T H E  B L A C K S M I T H I N G  S T U D I O  O F  O R I O N  F O R G E

“If you like to dance on tables, buy one from us,” says Hunt-
er Dahlberg, who specializes in custom, hand-built ironwork. 
Hunter is the founder of Orion Forge, a blacksmith shop lo-
cated in Bend that has been operating since 2004. Heating, 
holding, hitting, and shaping are part of their hand-forging 
process that produces functional one-of-a-kind work, like the 
sculptural white bark pine design of the corbel brackets sur-
rounding the fireplace at Mt. Hood Meadows.

Orion Forge’s aesthetic ranges from heavily textured, tradition-
al wrought iron to contemporary designs with clean lines. Their 
portfolio features barstools, tables, railings, grills, gates, and 
sculptures ranging from rustic to modern. Their fire pits, large-
scale sculptures, and wall-mounted works enhance outdoor 
living areas and make bold statements that are influenced by 
Hunter’s independent spirit and love for the outdoors. 

Hunter has a master’s degree in Outdoor Education. He spent 
years guiding month-long expedition adventures in Alaska, and 
he has taught kayaking and sailing. “Climbing a mountain is a 
luxury but you can learn important lessons along the way too,” 
he says. Although he found it rewarding to bring people out of 
their comfort zones and watch their transformations as they 
gained confidence in a new setting, he knew that he wanted to 
work outside the rigid framework of academia. Hunter’s choice 
to prioritize an outdoor lifestyle is articulated in Orion Forge’s 
name – Orion is his favorite constellation in the winter night sky. 

H E A T I N G

During the winter of 1995, Hunter was a ski bum living 
off-the-grid in New Mexico, high up in the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains. While skiing, he stripped a binding. Friends told 
him to visit a guy named Les, a blacksmith who would have 
the tools to fix it. Hunter skied down to Les’s shop and was 
captivated from the moment he walked in. Hunter instantly 
recognized the autonomy Les had working for himself. The 
work of blacksmithing was alluring as well, and the two be-
came friends.

When Hunter needed a job to support his skiing habit, Les put 
him to work. Thus began a journey into the art of blacksmith-
ing. “When I first met Les, I thought I could never be a black-
smith,” Hunter shares. “But Les would say, ‘You just have to 
decide to be a smith. That’s when you start to become one.’ 
So I told myself, ‘I’m going to become one.’”

After a year working with Les, a friend in Bend invited Hunter to 
stay with him while he finished his thesis. Hunter brought his 
tools. He began making furniture, coat racks, and sculptures, 
and his work sold. Although he was still completing his degree, 
he recognized there was something in him that needed to work 
with his hands as a blacksmith. “Once you buy equipment for 
blacksmithing, it makes it hard to move,” he laughs. “You bolt it 
down to the floor and it’s heavy. So I stayed.”

“ I F  Y O U  L I K E  T O  D A N C E  O N 
T A B L E S ,  B U Y  O N E  F R O M  U S . ”

–Hunter Dahlberg, Orion Forge



Many of Orion Forge’s tables are topped with 
barnwood, a genuine, re-used wood commonly 
found in central Oregon. “We do not purchase new 
wood and attempt to distress it to make it look old,” 
Hunter shares. “The character of hundred-year-
old wood is impossible to mimic.” While wood is 
the preferred material because it adds warmth, 
Orion Forge also uses stone, glass, concrete, and 
steel. Because the furniture is unique and the 
process is fluid and organic, customers are en-
couraged to select the material that works best to 
achieve their design goals.

Hunter has also been developing a line of fire 
tools. The sets include a brush, shovel, and poker. 
With his crew at Orion Forge, Hunter has been ex-
ploring a range of stands from minimalist to more 
intricate. Recently he completed the Gandalf set, 
a rack that has a “G” in Elvin rune stamped on the 
base for a client whose last name started with a 
G. “The client wanted a G on it and liked the Lord 
of the Rings. We loved having the freedom to be 
creative,” Hunter shares.

H O L D I N G

Some of Hunter’s favorite pieces to make are plancha 
cookers. “They’re fire pits with flat griddles on top,” he ex-
plains. They can be used as true wood-burning fire pits or 
as attractive appliances in outdoor kitchens. “Foodies put 
them in backyards with grills, smokers, and pizza ovens,” 
Hunter explains. 

Orion Forge educates buyers on how to bring the planchas 
up to temperature so that meat and vegetables cook well 
on them, not to mention where to place them since they’re 
hard to move once installed. Like all of Orion Forge’s work, 
the plancha cookers are durable and withstand the elements. 

“We have clients who haven’t used theirs in months,” Hunter 
says. “All you have to do to tune it up is put a fire on, brush it, 
oil it, brush it again, and you’re ready. It stays seasoned like a 
cast iron pan and is an amazing way to cook.”

Robust fire pits are one of Orion Forge’s outdoor special-
ties. While Solo stoves are convenient and relatively dura-
ble, they don’t put out as much heat as Orion Forge’s fire 
pits. Solo stoves are trendy, making for a less-memorable 
experience than gathering around a custom, one-of-a-kind 
hand-forged work of art that can withstand 2,000 degrees.

H I T T I N G

“Because I am drawn to the history of blacksmithing, I am 
drawn to the traditional means of joining metal,” Hunter 
explains. “I favor the older methods of joinery and use riv-
ets or mortise and tenon techniques for prominent joints.” 
The difference is clear. When looking at the pieces Orion 
Forge builds, there is a noticeable absence of visible welds 
that lends itself to an aesthetic that is of finely built iron-
work. “It takes more time, but the results are obvious to 
the discerning customer,” Hunter adds.

“B E C A U S E  I  A M  D R A W N  T O  T H E  H I S T O R Y 
O F  B L A C K S M I T H I N G ,  I  A M  D R A W N  T O 
T H E  T R A D I T I O N A L  M E A N S  O F  J O I N I N G 
M E T A L .  I  F A V O R  T H E  O L D E R  M E T H O D S 
O F  J O I N E R Y  A N D  U S E  R I V E T S  O R 
M O R T I S E  A N D  T E N O N  T E C H N I Q U E S 
F O R  P R O M I N E N T  J O I N T S .” 

–Hunter Dahlberg, Orion Forge

S H A P I N G

Hunter is bringing it full-circle to his roots in education and offering cus-
tom, one-on-one classes that are fun and transformative. His favorite 
classes target young adults and teach life skills along with technical 
knowledge and require multiple sessions to complete. “There’s a lot of 
time to chat while we’re waiting for a bar to heat up or the saw to finish 
cutting, so we have ample opportunities to check in about school, home, 
life in general. The pride the students have upon finishing their pieces 
is palpable. They can’t quit staring at what they’ve built,” Hunter says. 

Two particularly memorable students gave their pieces to their 
parents. He adds, “When they visit their parents’ houses they are 
reminded of their accomplishments. That sense of empowerment 
never goes away.”

Hunter retains the same level of enthusiasm for blacksmithing now 
that he did when he first walked into Les’s shop almost 30 years 
ago. “Drilling 1,000 holes or welding 100 seams gets repetitive, but 
pulling a hot bar out of the fire and doing something with it has not 
worn off. I thought I was going to forge minds as a teacher, but bring-
ing that hot material out of the fire and shaping it is what I love the 
most,” he says. “It’s still exciting, every time.”  FEATURE

“ D R I L L I N G  1 , 0 0 0 
H O L E S  O R  W E L D I N G 
1 0 0  S E A M S  G E T S 
R E P E T I T I V E ,  B U T 
P U L L I N G  A  H O T  B A R 
O U T  O F  T H E  F I R E 
A N D  D O I N G  S O M E -
T H I N G  W I T H  I T 
H A S  N O T  W O R N  O F F. 
I  T H O U G H T  I  W A S 
G O I N G  T O  F O R G E 
M I N D S  A S  A  T E A C H -
E R ,  B U T  B R I N G I N G 
T H A T  H O T  M A T E R I A L 
O U T  O F  T H E  F I R E 
A N D  S H A P I N G  I T 
I S  W H A T  I  L O V E 
T H E  M O S T .  I T ’ S 
S T I L L  E X C I T I N G , 
E V E R Y  T I M E . ”  
 

–Hunter Dahlberg, Orion Forge


